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are also similar. Three forms of impotence are considered 
curable: 

1. The psychic. 

2. The form which appears after great excesses under 
the form of an irritable weakness, expressing itself by 
incomplete erections and ejaculations outer introitum 
vaginae. 

3. The paralytic form, seen in individuals with but 
slight sexual desire and with slight sexual desire or absent 
ability to have an erection. 

Great benefit is obtained from galvanization, electric 
pencilling and franklinization. As to hydriatic procedures, 
the employment of the douche (Facher-douche), directed 
against the back, buttocks, thighs and genitals, deserves 
attention ; also vefy cold baths of 7 0 -8°, and chalybeate 
baths. 

Suspension, according to him, also plays an important 
role. The psychic influence is also not to be under¬ 
estimated. 

THE ANTI-EPILEPTIC ACTION OF AURUM BROMATUM. 

A. Scherscherbak (Vrach, 1890, No. 9). The writer’s 
work is based on fourteen experiments made upon dogs, 
to cfetermine experimentally the action of aurum bromatum 
upon epileptic attacks produced by stimulation of the 
pyscho-motor region by means of the induction current. 
The remedy (Au. Br. ,) was given either by the stomach 
(most frequently), subcutaneously, or intravenously into 
the femoral vein. After administration of the drug by 
means of an oesophageal sound, 0.2 g. per kg. body weight, 
it was no longer possible to provoke epileptic convulsions, 
in spite of the most violent and continuous stimulation of 
the cortex. With doses which were two to five times less, 
epileptic attacks could still be produced, but a greater 
strength of the current and a longer stimulation were 
necessary; but the picture of the epileptic attack was 
changed, as the convulsion had less inclination to extend, 
limiting themselves to the side of the body opposite to the 
hemisphere stimulated. 

Nearly the same size of the dose was necessary, subcu¬ 
taneously. Intravenous injections were remarked to be 
most efficacious, as 5 mg. pro. kg. were enough to prevent 
the production of epileptic attacks. 

The irritability of the single motor centres was slightly 
influenced, even from doses of 0.1 to 0.2 pro. kg. The irri¬ 
tability of medullary substance and the latent period of the 
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muscle twitchings remained with these doses entirely un¬ 
changed. Even with such doses it was impossible to 
provoke attacks from the occipital lobe. 

In4wo cases the animal received in the course of seven 
days a certain amount of aurum bromatum, and two days 
after the last dose the influence of accumulated small doses 
was observed, from which it was seen that a dose which 
introduced once would produce a slight effect, as, for 
example, 0.030 pro. kg. perot, after four weeks’ administra¬ 
tion, would have a distinct and pronounced effect, as no 
epileptic attacks could be induced. The irritability of the 
single centres presented no deviations from the normal 
worthy of remark. There was no action upon the general 
condition remarked ; a decrease of sensibility to pain was 
only remarked with doses of 0.15-0.20 pro kg. 

TETANUS IN <1ASTRECTASIA. 

Dr. M. Loeb (Deutsches Archiv f. klin. Med., Bd, 46). 
The patient in question was a man, sixty-four years of age, 
in whom already seven years ago a dilation of the stomach 
was diagnosed, and, as there was haematemesis, an ulcer or 
carcinoma was thought to be present. 

In March, 1889, the patient fell sick with rigors, violent 
vertigo, frequent and violent vomiting, and pains in the 
muscles of the calves and jaws. These were followed by 
painful, tetaniform spasms of the legs and arms ; there was 
reflex rigidity of the pupils (Trousseau's sign) and spasms’ 
of the facial muscles. After two hours the attack had passed 
over. The next day there was a second and shorter attack 
of tetanus.; then general restlessness, increasing confusion 
of the sensorium, delirium, arythmia of the pulse, and cold 
perspiration. Death on the fourth day of the disease. 

Post-mortem examination revealed a high degree of 
dilation of the stomach, caused by a stenosis of the pylorus, 
which stenosis was due to a gastric ulcer; emphysema of 
the lungs; otherwise no pathological, organic changes. 
The brain was unfortunately not examined. 

The writer is of the opinion that the poisoning was 
caused by the absorption of decomposed substances from 
the dilated stomach, these acting secondarily with toxic 
effect upon the central nervous system. Cases of tetanus in 
gastrectasia have, as a rule, an unfavorable prognosis ; out 
of thirteen cases, collected by the writer from the literature, 
ten ended fatally. 



